






















































































Ch 721 Omnibus tax bill

*HF2250 - W. Kelly, SF2051 -
MeCutcheon

Provides approximately $105 million
in tax relief. Repeals the state sales
tax on home heating fuels. Increases
the personal income tax credit from
$30 to $40 for taxes paid in 1978.
Establishes a homemaker credit of
$50 for parents earning less than
$25,000 a year who take care of their
children in their home. Raises the eli-
gibility ceilings for the existing
“working poor programs,” which pro-
vides total income-tax forgiveness to
people below certain income levels.
Repeals the employers’ excise tax.
Reduces the tax rates for those with
incomes of $25,000 or more. Provides
anannual tax credit of $140 for mem-
bers of the National Guard. Provides
a $7,200 exclusion from state income
taxes for recipients of public and pri-
vate pensions, excluding Social
Security and railroad benefits which a
pensioner receives plus any earned

House members and staff said goodbye in
tributes to Speaker Martin Sabo and
Minority Leader Henry Savelkoul,
March 24, 1978.

Sabo plans to run for Congress after 18
years in the House. Savelkoul is returning
to private life and his law practice.
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income over $13,000 a year. Effective:
All income tax provisions are effective
for taxable years after December 31,
1977. The sales tax exemption on
heating fuels is effective immediately.
And the excise tax repeal is effective
for wages paid after June 30, 1978.

TRANSPORTATION
Ch 739 Bicycle regulations

*HF474 - Kahn, SF2058 -
Gunderson

Makes regulation changes for bicy-
clists. Prohibits motor vehicles from
using bicycle lanes except when turn-
ing, when parking in permitted park-
ing areas, or when leaving the
highway. Allows bicyclists to use
their right hand when signaling a
right turn. Requires bicyclists to fol-
low the same traffic regulations as
drivers of any other vehicles with cer-
tain exceptions. Prohibits carrying
passengers except in cases where the
bicycle equipment includes a baby
carrier or when the bicycle has two

Correction: In February, SESSION incorrectly reflected Rep. Howard
Neisen's position on legislation on charge accounts.

Rep.- Neisen (DFL-Mounds View). supports the concept of a bill he
introduced in 1976 which did not become law. It would have required
retailers who provide open-end credit to compute the finance charge on
the ‘average daily balance during each monthly billing cycle, which
balance would include only purchases the retailer billed previously and

remained unpaid.

seats. Requires bicyclists to ride on
the right-hand side of the road with
certain exceptions. Requires certain
bicycle equipment. Prohibits bicy-
clists from riding on sidewalks in bus-
iness districts unless local authorities
permit it. Requires bicyclists to give
pedestrians the right of way. Effec-
tive: August 1, 1978.

Ch 569 Construction of interstate
highway [-94

*HF1965 - Hanson, SF2031 -
MeCutcheon i

Directs the department of transporta-
tion to use the existing trunk highway
No. 12 betwen highways 1-94 and I-
694, 494 to the St. Croix River in
Central Washington County for the
construction of interstate highway I-
94. Effective: August 1, 1978.

Ch 740 1-35E Moraterium lift

*HF 544 - A. Kempe, SF543 - Vega
Lifts the ban on construction of high-

way I-3SE in St. Paul. Permits a four
lane parkway going from West Sev-
enth Street into the downtown area
with a connection to the junction of
Highways [-35E North and 1-94. Pro-
hibits routing I-35E over the Lafay-
ette Freeway and prohibits
connecting Lafayette Freeway with I-
94 or 1-35E. Requires the Metropoli-
tan Council to do an environmental
impact study on the highway before
September 1, 1979. Effective: Day
following final enactment.

Ch 636 Personalized license plates -
recreational vehicles, trucks

*HF1967 - Simoneau

Allows owners of a van or pickup
truck over 9,000 pounds to get per-
sonalized license plates; prohibits the
owner from using the plates for com-
mercial advertising. Effective: August
1, 1978.

Ch 667 Rail user loan guarantee
program

*HF2192 - Stanton, SF2017 -
Penny

Establishes a rail user loan guarantee
program to assist rail users (shippers)
who participate in contracts for rail
line rehabilitation. Provides that the
state would guarantee 90 percent of
the loan plus interest. Effective: Day
following final enactment.

Ch 570 Surety bonds of motor
vehicle dealers - definition of “bus”

*HF1966 - Neisen, SF1980 - Willet
Extends protection that motor vehicle
dealer surety bonds provide to any
transferrer or seller; authorizes the
issuance of nontransferrable certifi-
cates of title; changes the definition of
a “‘bus” so that it doesn’t include vehi-
cles a manufacturer designs for carry-
ing more than 10, but less than 14,
passengers and that people operate
for personal or family use. Effective:
Day following final enactment.

' VETERANS/MILITARY

Ch 532 National Guard - increased
pay for active duty

HF2008 - Hokanson, *SF1693 -
Schmitz

Increases the pay for enlisted national
guard persons on active duty from
$12 to $35 a day. Effective: August 1,
1978.

Ch635 Veterans - classification of
records

*HF1945 - Birnstihl, SF1788 -
Lessard

Classifies veterans’ service medical
records as private data.Effective:
August 1, 1978.




| Almanac

Minnesota
a bit of
history

£

In 1848, the people of the Territory of Minnesota, with pD
in their progress, wanted a territorial seal to stamp their official
deeds with the mark of their strength and accomplishments. The
Territorial Legislature authorized Governor Alexander Ramsey
and Congressional Delegate Henry H. Sibley to choose a design
and motto.

The two men selected a drawing that gave expression to the domi-
nant sentiment of the time: The white man is here with his plow;
the Indian must go. Its Latin motto translated into what is now
archaic language, ‘I fain would see what lies beyond.”

As Minnesota moved toward statehood, the Constitutional Con-
vention met and approved a state seal design that disappeared in
the confusion surrounding the formation of the state’s constitu-
tion. But the adopted constitution did charge the Legislature to
provide a seal and mottay The first Legzslature passed an appro-

Paul stopped in Berg, ,

had met Dyer during hi  Minnesota,

that Bergsma entrusted the seal for its journey home.

Dyer gave the seal to Governor S.R. Van Sant. Van Sant agreed
with the secretary of state that the original great seal of the State
of Minnesota depicting the pioneer at his plow, the Indian on his
horse, riding into the sunset, should rest in a place of honor in the
Minnesota Historical Society where it is today. //
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HIGH SCHOOL PAGES

Mary Jane Hedstrom,
administrator of the High
Scheol Page Program,
directs students in their
daily activities: learning
about government; keeping
St u e n t S members’ bill and Journal

R files up—to-date;ddistritbutin‘gl
in the other documents on the

House floor.
pProcess

PROJECT 120

Urban Concerns’ Work-
shops Incorporated sponsors
Project 120 students, high
school juniors and senmiors,
in a government studies
program: meeting with leg-
islators (at right, House
Majority Leader Irvin
Anderson) and speakers
from the Senate, Supreme
Court, and executive
branch; observing House
and Senate sessions, and
committee meetings.

ESSAY CONTEST

Junior high essay comtest ended at a
special mock session at 1:30 p.m.,
Sunday, May 21st in the House
Chamber.

COLLEGE INTERNS

Julie Roles, (at right) coordinates the
college intern program where students
may: work with a member; monitor
committees; research bills; handle con-
stituent communications; work with
caucus research offices; the House
Information Office; or committee staff.




